
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Virtual 5K Run/Walk Raises Over $65,000 for Pediatric Cancer Research in Memory of Young Girl Who 

Passed Away Due to Embryonal Rhabdomyosarcoma (ERMS) 

 

Dix Hills, NY – April 28, 2021 - The Daniela Conte Foundation held its 1st Annual Daniela’s Butterfly 

Virtual 5K Run/Walk event on April 17, 2021. Hosted as a nine-day virtual event, it attracted over 300 

participants from around the country and 40 different teams were formed. The foundation raised over 

$65,000 to benefit kids fighting pediatric cancer. 

Daniela’s mother, Katia spoke from her heart. 

“Our deepest thanks to our incredible sponsors who helped make this year's event a success, and to 

the inspirational cancer families that we have gotten to know and love dearly, and to our dedicated 

Board Members.  

We had folks who joined us from around the world to celebrate Daniela's life and so many other 

children who have fought or are still fighting this awful disease. It was awesome to "see" everyone 

from near & far hitting the pavement in such creative and different ways.  We felt the love, hope and 

inspiration. 

Our daughter, Daniela is our inspiration for the 5K and the Foundation itself.  While Daniela was sick, 

she always discussed helping other children going through a cancer journey as well as finding a cure. 

She wanted to become a doctor one day and find a cure for cancer.  

After Daniela passed away in March of 2020, we wanted to make a difference. Daniela beat the 

cancer three times but died after a fourth relapse and complications from a procedure that affected 

her organs. It has been our mission ever since to ease and aid the pain of other families experiencing 

the same thing.” 

The mantra for the Daniela Conte Foundation is: "We Believe In A Cure."  

Raising funds for cancer research is their main focus along with assisting families and research labs that 

work to treat children and perform research to find a cure. The goal is to support Rhabdomyosarcoma 

research which desperately needs more funding.  The five-year overall survival rate for 

Rhabdomyosarcoma has seen one of the smallest increases in all childhood cancers. No primary drug 

approval for Rhabdomyosarcoma has occurred in history ever. The foundation is now working to change 

this and fund more research into new therapy options, and to support families financially who have 

been affected by pediatric cancer.   

The foundation also aims to help families struggling with the financial burden of cancer-related health 

care costs, living expenses, loss of income, and other costs that continue to occur during treatment. The 

funds raised from the Daniela Conte Foundation all go to organizations that promote their goals.  



Katia Conte said, “Every day 46 families are told ‘Your child has cancer’.  Every day seven of those 

children pass away due to the disease or the treatment, which uses adult medicines not meant for 

children.  Out of every dollar the Federal Government spends on cancer research only 4% goes to 

children. It needs to be a lot more than that. These kids and families need our help, they can’t fight alone.  

Every dollar we get goes to our efforts and every child and family are very important to us.” 

Preparations for next year’s 5K run/walk event are already underway. The information for fundraising 

teams and runners will be on the foundation’s website soon.   

 

For more information about Daniela Conte's story and the foundation named for her, please visit 

website: www.danielacontefoundation.org   

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/danielacontefoundation 

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/danielacontefdn 

Twitter https://twitter.com/DanielaConteFdn 

 

About the Daniela Conte Foundation: 

The Daniela Conte Foundation was founded by Anthony and Katia Conte to honor the life of their 

daughter Daniela who passed away from Embryonal Rhabdomyosarcoma (ERMS) at the age of eight.  

They are dedicated to raise awareness and fund research to develop less toxic, more targeted 

treatments for childhood cancers with a particular interest in Embryonal Rhabdomyosarcoma (ERMS). 

The foundation strives to make the lives of patients and family members a little less stressful by helping 

support their financial needs and struggles. 

During Daniela’s battle, she gained support, prayer, and love from thousands of people across the globe. 

It is now up to us to come together once again to help finish Daniela’s fight.  

Daniela fought Embryonal Rhabdomyosarcoma (ERMS) courageously for 3 ½ years, when in March of 

2020, she passed away peacefully.  
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